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INT. ROOM - DAY

TORI WORTHY, 20’'s, black, and her sister-in-law, DEMETRIA
WORTHY, 30’'s, black, hover over an answering machine on
an end table. Surrounding them are 28 KIDS, all of
varying ages and nationalities. Tori presses a button on
the machine.

TORI
(announces)
Hi. We're unavailable right now, but if
you have a message for Tori...

She signals to Demetria.

DEMETRIA
Demetria...

She signals to each kid, who announces his and her name
individually.

KIDS
Blythe! Reese! Paulie! Veronica! Stacy!
Kelly! Doug! Danny! Roscoe! P.J.! George!
Herbert! Jor’Dan! “Mookie”! Barbra!
Barbra II! Barbra III! Pat! Tiffini!
Bruce! Grace! Keith! Dartanyan! Ali! Mary
Sue! LaToya! Roger!

All turn to DANICA, 17, white, who sits on a couch and
plays on her cell phone.

DANICA
(scoffs)
Who uses an answering machine anymore?

Tori and Demetria look at each other. Tori unplugs the
answering machine, walks over to an open window, and
tosses it out the window. A lady named CLARICE yells
offscreen.
CLARICE (0.C.)

Ow! Hey!
EXT. INDOORS - DAY
SUPER: “THREE WEEKS AGO”

Tori carrying a briefcase, enters a building and walks
down the hallway.



TORI
Okay, here goes. “My name is Victoria
Worthy, and I'm ready to start auditing
for your company. I'm a fast learner
and...”, aww, I already got the job! Just
relax!

She approaches an office door. She SNIFFS.

TORI (CONT'D)
Is somebody burning coffee already?
That’s my job!

She prepares to turn the doorknob. A lady named KATE
opens the door from the other end and begins to dart
away.

KATE
Hello and goodbye!

TORI
Wait! What’s going on here?

KATE
Can’'t you see? There’'s a fire!

TORI
But today’s my first day! I'm Tori!

KATE
I'm Kate! First lesson for today: when
there’s a fire, haul ass!

TORI
Don’t you mean, “if”?

KATE
Great! That’ll come in handy on the other
side!

TORI

Where's everyone else? Where’s Matt Otto?
He hired me!

KATE
You mean, *“Scott Landon”. He skipped
town. Probably halfway through the state
by now.

TORI
But I came all the way from Miami to
start work today!



KATE
What can I say? Sorry for your troubles!
I gotta go!

TORI
Wait, are you behind this fire?

KATE
Two choices: ask me more questions, or
burn the hell up!

They both run to the door.

KATE (CONT'D)
By the way, you never saw me, but if you
did, my name’'s “Helen”!

They exit.

EXT. OUTDOORS - LATER
Tori walks down the street with her head down.

TORI
I can't believe it! That’s the last time
I do an interview via email! What am I
gonna do now?

JOR'DAN PHIPPS, 13, black, runs up to Tori. His hand is
in his right pocket, and he points it at her.

JOR'DAN
Alright, lady, gimme your money!

TORI
You really gonna be upset, because I
ain’t got none.

JOR'DAN
Okay, then whatever’s in your purse!

TORI
Fine, here’s my pocketbook. Throw it away
when you'’re done.

She hands it to him and continues to walk away. Jor’Dan
catches up with her.

JOR'DAN
I'ma need you to be a little scared,
lady! I got a gun here!



TORI
You sure about that?

JOR'DAN
Wanna mess around and find out?

TORI
Whatever! I'm having a crappy day
already! I lost a job that I didn’t work
at yet, and I'm stuck in a city that I
know nothing about! So take my life,
please!

JOR'DAN
This isn’t supposed to be this hard.

TORI
Tell me about it!

CHIEF RUPP calls out from off-screen.

CHIEF RUPP (0.C.)
Phipps, is that you??

JOR'DAN

(gasps)
Quick! Act like you know me!

He takes his hand out of his pocket and stands closer to
Tori, who notices his hand.

TORI
I knew it!

JOR'DAN
Shut up! That cop is gonna arrest me!

TORI
Oh, whatever for?

JOR'DAN
Just do this for me, alright?

TORI
You were just gonna rob me! Why should I
do anything for you? And shouldn’t you be
in school?

JOR'DAN
Shouldn’t you be working?

Tori cuts her eyes at him. Chief Rupp approaches him.



CHIEF RUPP
What are you up to, Phipps?

JOR'DAN
Nothing! I'm with her!
TORI
(dejected)
Yeah, sure.
CHIEF RUPP

Alright, seeing as she’s an adult. I hope
she gets you to school!

JOR'DAN
No doubt! I'm missing that school bell
sound already!

CHIEF RUPP
As you were.

He exits.
JOR'DAN

Thanks, ma’am. Can you do me another
favor? Take me home?

TORI
If anything, I’'d drop you off at school!
JOR'DAN
That’s where school is! I’'m home-
schooled!
TORI
(sighs)

Who would’ve thought getting caught in
that fire would be better?

JOR'DAN
What fire? I didn’t do it!
TORI
Just come on!
She grabs his hand.
JOR'DAN

Ow! Hey, what did I ever do to you?

They exit.



EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - LATER
Jor’'Dan approaches his home with Tori.

JOR'DAN
Don’t get too judgmental about our home.

Tori opens the door. The knob falls off.

TORI
Oh?

JOR'DAN
At least we have a door. It’s the only
one in this house.

TORI
Oh, so this is a loft.

JOR'DAN
What’s a loft?

They enter the building. There is debris on the floor,
rodents running around, and various household items
sitting around.

TORI
Never mind.

She walks over to the kitchen and sees a toilet.

TORI (CONT’D)
A toilet in the kitchen?

JOR'DAN
What, you never seen that before?

His sister, STACY, 9, approaches them.

STACY
And if you don’t mind, I have to use it.
Both of them.

She shoos them away, and closes a shower curtain over the
doorway.

TORI
Oh god! What happens when you have to do
the deuce?

The kids’ sister, TIFFINI, 11, approaches them.



TIFFINI
She better not! She didn’'t give the safe
word!

STACY (0O.C.)
Tell that to my stomach!

TIFFINT
(to Tori)
Who are you?

JOR'DAN
Tiffini, I didn’'t bring any breakfast,
but I brought home a whole person!

TIFFINT
(scoffs)
That’s what happens when you don’t use an
actual weapon!

TORI
I can’'t believe this! Where are your
parents?
TIFFINI
Hell if we know.
TORI
What?
JOR'DAN

We never knew our mom, and our dad’s
gone, but he’ll be back.

TIFFINT
Yeah, he usually comes back every couple
of months, years...

TORI
So ya’ll just been staying here
unsupervised?

JOR'DAN
Not unsupervised! I'm the oldest and
proved that I'm responsible!

TORI
By robbing people.

JOR'DAN
No one’s ever complained until now.

Tori walks around.



TORI
Hmmph. I never knew my father. Me or my
sister, God rest her soul.
(pause)
Why don’t ya’ll come on with me? I got
room at my place.

JOR'DAN
Really?

TORI
It’s a one-bedroom, but we can make it
work. Plus, I'm new to St. Louis. I could
use the company.

SFX: Toilet FLUSHES.
Stacy approaches them.

STACY
Well, you got it!
(calls out)
Come on, guys!

A group of seven more KIDS enter with their backpacks,
including ROGER, 10, and BARBRA, 9 (later known as
“BARBRA II").

ROGER
Field trip?

BARBRA IT
No, Roger, we're leaving for good!

TORI
Whoa! Who are all of ya’'ll?

STACY
Our brothers and sisters!

TORI
Jor’'Dan, you didn’t mention them!

JOR'DAN
Before you agree to take on some kids,
you have to ask if they got ten brothers
and sisters! Everybody knows that!

TORI
But, but...

They exit.



INT. TORI'S PLACE - THE NEXT DAY

Stacy, Tiffini, and Roger share a blow-up mattress with
their siblings REESE, 6, DANNY, 10, and PAT, 9. Three of
them sleep at the head, and the other three sleep at the
foot.

REESE
Tell me how this is better than sleeping
at our place?

TIFFINI
Because we actually slept in a bed!
(yawns)
Loosely speaking.

She rolls over and gets up. The others roll off with her
and PLOP on the floor.

PAT
Hey! Watch it!

TIFFINT
My bad!

Tori enters.

TORI
It’'s just temporary until I can figure
something else out.

ROGER
I see you got to sleep in a bed, Tori!

STACY
Yeah, some host you are!

TORI
I only knew ya’ll for a second. No way
are you getting my bed!

DARTANYAN, 6, enters with a lady.

DARTANYAN
Tori, this lady says she knows you.
STACY
Dartanyan, you opened the door for a
stranger?
DARTANYAN

We’'re in a stranger’s house. It balances
out.
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TORI
That’s no stranger. That’s my mom!

KIKI BROOKS, 40’s, hugs her daughter.

She looks

KIKI
Oh, honey, I raced here as soon as I
found out!

TORI
But you didn’t need to! I got it under
control!

KIKT
You lost a job that you never even had!
You might as well come back to Miami with
me!

TORI
I don't wanna get in yours or Jasper’s
hair. Besides, I don’t have a job to go
back to.

KIKI
What about that burger place?

TORI
I quit without a two-week notice.

at the kids and back at Kiki.

TORI (CONT’D)
(subdued)
And I stripped down to my undies,
squirted “Sauce-some” all over me, and
flipped everybody off.

KIKI
Well, forget about crawling back to them.

TORI
Unless I do it in that same attire.

KIKT
So you just gonna take care of all these
kids? Where’'d they come from, anyway?

PAT
Mom and Dad kept having us until they
stopped!

KIKI
I meant, why are ya’ll here?
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TORI
They were living by themselves in a
barely-standing building! I couldn’t let
them suffer like that!

KIKI
Oh, dear, you always had a big heart. Not
like your sister, though.

TORI
Mom! Her body’s not even cold yet!

KIKT
Eh, she would agree with me.

Clarice enters.

CLARICE
Hi. I'm Clarice. Welcome to the
neighborhood. Now that we got that out
the way, did one of your kids order a
pizza on my card??

Jor’'Dan enters, eating a slice from a pizza box. He turns
back around.

TORI
Hold it right there!

Jor'Dan returns.

JOR'DAN
We both wanted pizza at the same time! It
is lunch time, you know!

GRACE, 12, enters, holding a clear glass.

GRACE
Alright, Jor’'Dan, I heard our stupid
neighbor read off her debit card. Now can
you do my hair?

Clarice and Tori GASP. Clarice snatches the pizza away
from Jor’Dan.

CLARICE
Do that again, boy, and I'm calling the
cops! They’ll be thrilled! Yep, I can
hear through your walls, too!

She storms out.
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TORI
Jor'Dan, go to your room and think about
what you did!

JOR'DAN
I already know what I did!

TORI
Get outta here!

Jor’'Dan SIGHS and exits.

Barbra II

TORI (CONT'D)
That boy is nothing but trouble! He needs
a fatherly figure in his life!

KIKT
I know just the person!

TORI
No, Mom! I don’t need you setting me up!

KIKI
It’'1l]l be fine, dear. Just dust off your
Blackplanet account, and I’'ll help beef
it up.

enters.

BARBRA IT
Ya’ll need to hop in your DeLorean and
let us help you. Our friends have some
single dads out there.

KIKI
Thanks, “girl I don’t know”, but I was
just joking.

BARBRA IT
Really?
KIKT
Yes!
BARBRA IT
Fine, I'll pull out my phone.
TORI
But Barbra...
BARBRA IT

Shh! Genius at work.

She begins to type on her phone.
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KIKI
Before you use your phone, ask Ms. Worthy
here if she needs to use her computer.
You don’t want her to get disconnected.

Everyone else stares at her puzzled.

KIKI (CONT'D)
(subdued)
Never mind.

INT. TORI'S PLACE - BEDROOM - EVENING

Tori, wearing a robe, fixes herself in the mirror. Barbra
and Grace sit on her bed.

BARBRA IT
So your mom is bringing your date over
here? That’s a little weird.

TORI
Like this whole situation isn’t? Besides,
she said we knew each other, so he should
be used to weirdness.

She takes off her robe and reveals a skimpy, form-fitting
dress.

TORI (CONT'D)
How do I look?

The girls GASP.

BARBRA II
That makes you look easy!!
(pause)
Does it come in a girl'’s size?

GRACE
I think I just became a woman.

KIKI (0.C.)
Victoria, come down!

INT. TORI'S PLACE - LIVING ROOM - CONTINUOUS
TORI
(to Kiki)
Alright, Mom, where is he?

KIKI
“He"”? You mean, “she”?
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TORI
Uh, Mom, I'm not the gay one. Yolanda
was.

KIKI
I know that!

TORI

But you said you got a man for me!

KIKT
No, you misunderstood, as usual. But
since you brought up Yolanda, she is
someone that you and this lady are
connected to.

TORI
What?

Demetria enters.

DEMETRIA
Hey, sis!

She hugs Tori.

DEMETRIA (CONT’D)
Lovin’ that dress, girl, but don’t get
any ideas! The only thing I got for you
is paint remover!

She CHUCKLES.

TORI
Uh, what are you doing here, Demetria?

DEMETRIA
Like you don’t know!
TORI
I really don’'t! Tell me before I stop
caring!
DEMETRIA
Well...
TORI

Too late. Let yourself out.
Tori begins to exit.
KIKI

Tori! She’s here to help you! You said
you needed help raising your kids!
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TORI
Mom, I thought you were getting me a guy
from my past! You know, like someone from
school! Heck, even that annoying Michael
fella who used to chase me around!

KIKI
He’'s happily married with kids.
TORI
Oh.
(pause)

You still have his number?

KIKI
Tori...

TORI
Alright, alright! But there’s no way I'm
spending another minute with this fool!

DEMETRIA
So now you’'re too good for my help? Huh!
Yola was right about you!

TORI
Don’t you bring up her name!

KIKI
She was her wife, Tori.

TORI
And the reason why Yola'’s gone!

Tori turns away.

KIKI
Now you don’'t mean that, honey.

DEMETRIA
Tori, I loved your sister with all my
heart, but she had a whole list of

problems.

TORI
That you had nothing to do with, I'm
sure!

DEMETRIA

Yeah, I partied along with her, but she
was already like that when I met her. You
know how them Navy guys do it! Work hard,
play harder! “Drink to the foam”!



TORI
You said they named the pee test after
her!

DEMETRIA

Yeah. What an honor, right?

KIKT
Dear, it’ll only be until you get on your
feet.

ROGER (0.C.)
Ms. Worthy! Danny won’t give me back my
inhaler!

TORI

(to Kiki and Demetria)
One night, two nights tops!

DEMETRIA
Great!

TORI
Wait a minute, Demetria, what about
your...

DEMETRIA

(calls out)

Kids!

A group of 18 CLAMORING children run in the house.

TORI
Demetria, are you nuts??

Demetria’s son, KEITH, 8, Korean, chimes in.

KEITH
(to Tori)
I'd thank you to not talk to my mother
that way.
DEMETRIA

That’s my boy! Now go set up.

Keith exits. Stacy enters with GEORGE, 8, black, and ALI,
11, white, who wears a kufi and dashiki.

STACY
Ms. Worthy, this white boy here wants me
to call him “Ali”!

l6.
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GEORGE
Don’t mind him. He watched one too many
black movies.

ATT
My name is Ali X. You need to respect my
religion and decisions.

GEORGE
Yeah, yeah, and next week, you’ll be back
to being Theodore!

TORI
(to Demetria)
You and Yola only had Keith, Bruce,
Veronica, and Paulie. Who are the others?

DEMETRIA
Instead of constantly calling up a
surrogate, we just kept adopting more and
more kids!

KIKT
Another thing you two have in common,
Tori!
TORI
(sighs)

I used to make fun of ya’ll for having
too many kids!

DEMETRIA
Yeah, karma’s a bitch!

Jor'Dan enters.
JOR'’'DAN

Wait, who's Karma? We can’t have any more
girls in here!

TORI
Jor’'Dan, I told you to go to your room!
JOR'DAN
I left ‘cuz all these girls hopped in my
bed!
(pause)

Something I’'ll never say again. So

where'’s this guy you got for me?
(pause)

Or that.

A girl, also named BARBRA, 14, white, enters.
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BARBRA
The only thing we got close to a guy is
this clown right here.

A guy nicknamed “MOOKIE”, black, enters. He has a
muscular build and prepares to put on his shirt.

MOOKIE
Ms. Worthy...sorry, I had a little
trouble putting on my shirt.

He flexes his muscles, stretches and gives an EXAGGERATED
GROAN, then puts on his T-shirt.

MOOKIE (CONT'D)
There we go! Thank you for having us
here. What a kind, special woman you are!

BARBRA
Mookie, she'’s your aunt!

MOOKIE
Not blood-related, though. Besides, you
had your chance.

TORI
(to Mookie)
Little boy, I'm old enough to be your

mama !
MOOKIE
I'll have you know I just turned 18!
TORI
(dazed)
Really?
KIKTI AND DEMETRIA
Tori!

Demetria pulls Tori to the side.

DEMETRIA
Listen, I'm getting my life together.
Your sister didn’t get a chance to, but
she did want to see us get along.

KIKI
Both of you could use the help.

SFX: Doorbell CHIMES!

DEMETRIA
Better get the door. Nature calls.



She quickly runs to a bedroom. The children continue to
CHATTER and BICKER.

DEMETRIA (CONT'D)
Shut up!!

The children STOP.

DEMETRIA (CONT’D)
Ms. Tori has company!

DOUG, 12, white, replies.

DOUG
Yeah, us!

Another girl named BARBRA, 5 (later known as “BARBRA
ITII”), black, enters.

BARBRA TIIT
(to Demetria)
Mom! This girl has our name!

She points to Barbra II.

BARBRA
It’'s cool. We got it worked out. From
here on out, I’ll be Barbra, she’ll be
Barbra II, and you’ll be Barbra IIT.

BARBRA TIT
Wait a minute, how come I can’t be Barbra
I? It’'s my house!

BARBRA
No it’s not! Besides, I'm the oldest!
Think of it as basketball. You'’re coming
off the bench to put in minutes while I
rest.

BARBRA IIT
Fine with me! I'm third, which is saving
the best for last!

BARBRA II
On second thought, let me be Barbra III!

The three Barbras talk over each other.

DEMETRIA
Quiet! Our future depends on this!

They STOP.

19.



INT. TORI'S PLACE - LIVING ROOM - SAME
Tori opens the front door. Chief Rupp stands there.

CHIEF RUPP
Hello. Ms. Worthy. Is there a Demetria
Worthy here?

TORI
Who wants to know?
(sotto voce)
‘Cuz I don't.

CHIEF RUPP
We got word from the Illinois Police that
she may be here.

Tori FACEPALMS.

TORI
Of course! The other shoe drops!

KIKI
Tori...

CHIEF RUPP
Apparently, she skipped town and took her
kids with her.

KIKI
There’s nobody here but me and my
daughter.

CHIEF RUPP

Well, alright, but if you ladies hear
from her, please let me know. Thanks.

He exits. Kiki closes the door. Demetria and the kids
enter.

DEMETRIA
Is the coast clear?

KIKI
Yeah.

BLYTHE, 13, white, approaches the women.

BLYTHE
Excuse me, but when are we gonna eat?

ALT
As long as there’s no hog! I don’t mess
wit’ no swine!
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The kids BICKER over each other.

DEMETRIA
Hey! Everybody who’s not an adult, be
quiet!

MOOKIE
I'm an adult.

KIKI
Everybody who's not an adult with two X
chromosomes!

MOOKIE
Huh?

BARBRA

(to Mookie)
Who’'s not a woman. So you're okay.

Mookie frowns at her.

DEMETRIA
Now for my kids, we'’'re gonna be here a
little bit, but not in this apartment.
For tonight, some of us will sleep out
here, some in the bedroom. Tomorrow, I’'1l1l
start looking for a place for us. Is that
cool?

The kids nod and CLAMOR in agreement.

DEMETRIA (CONT’D)
Tori, what do you think?

She looks around.

DEMETRIA (CONT’D)
Tori?

KIKT
I might know where she is. I’'1ll be back.

She exits.

JOR'DAN
Another parent leaving us. Great.

Danica looks at Jor’Dan up and down.

DANICA
Gee, I wonder why.



Jor’'Dan starts to BICKER with her. Everyone else joins
in. Danica gets hit with a basketball.

DANICA (CONT'D)
Keith, I told you I'm not playing
Dodgeball! And that was a basketball!

KETITH
We left the bowling ball at home!

INT. BAR - LATER
Tori sits at the bar and sips on a drink. Kiki enters.

KIKT
Hmmph. I knew I’'d find you here.

TORI
Mom, I told you I was here!

KIKI
A mother knows...how to check her
volicemail.

She CHUCKLES. Tori SCOFFS. Kiki sits next to her.

KIKI (CONT'D)
Following in Yola's footsteps, I see.

TORI
I'm just drinking one drink to mellow
out. I don’t know what Yola was doing!

KIKI
She took it too far.

TORI
And her wife didn’t help!

KIKT
We don’t know that, dear. But she’s here
to help you.

TORI
Yeah, right! She’s running away from the
law!

KIKT

Tori, are you really upset with her or
Yolanda?
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TORI
Does it matter at this point?
(sighs)
I didn’'t ask for any of this. I try to do
one good thing, and look what happens.

KIKT
Believe it or not, Demetria’s trying to
do the same thing with her kids.

TORI
But we don’t even have a big enough
space!

KIKT

I know a girl who works for the city.
There’s an abandoned mall in St. Charles.
You guys could all move in there.

TORI
Really?

KIKT
Yeah, with a few dollars and some
teamwork, you could get it clean. You
have enough manpower to do it.

TORI
It would be better if I had an actual
man. Someone to fuss at, but also to
watch Diane Keaton movies with.

KIKT
Want me to post that on my Facebook? “My
horny daughter’s looking for somebody!”

TORI
No! And stop liking your posts!

KIKT
No one’s gonna like your posts if you
don’'t like your posts yourself.

TORI
That'’s not true at all.

KIKI
Anyway, what do you say?

TORI
Even with Demetria, I don’t think we can
handle all those kids by ourselves. Plus
I already signed a lease to my apartment.
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KIKI

I'll take it off your hands!
TORI

You serious?
KIKI

Tori, that’s what family does for each
other! We don’t leave each other hanging
like that!

TORI
Wait, what about Jasper?

KIKT
Eh, he’ll be alright.
TORI
Mom!
KIKT

Seriously, he’s probably turning our
house into a man cave right now! I’'d go
back, and it’ll smell like beer and Brut!

Demetria walks from a staircase. She sees the two women,
who see her. She quickly darts outside.

TORI
So I guess your daughter-in-law is
turning over a new leaf, huh?

She chases after Demetria outside.

KIKI
Tori, wait!

She follows Tori out.

TORI
Demetria, you got some nervel!

DEMETRIA
It’'s not what you think!

TORI
Yola OD'd, and you about to go down that
same path!

KIKT
Honey, all you did was see her come
downstairs.
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TORI
From where, the VIP section?

A LADY approaches Demetria.

LADY
Ms. Worthy, you forgot your folder.

She hands it to her.

DEMETRIA
Oh, thanks.

LADY
And don’'t forget the cookies next time!
All that crying makes us hungry!

She exits. Tori reads the cover of the folder.

TORI
“Al-Anon”?

DEMETRIA
Yeah. Yola’s death didn’t only affect
you, you know.

TORI
The meeting’s in a bar??

DEMETRIA
That’s how serious I am about attending!

KIKI
(to Tori)
See?

She puts her arm around Demetria. Chief Rupp approaches
them.

CHIEF RUPP
Well, you found Demetrial!

DEMETRIA
Wait! I can explain!

CHIEF RUPP
Tell it to your parole officer! You're
supposed to be looking for a job!

TORI
And she has one.
(pause)
She works for me, as a nanny for our
many, many kids.



DEMETRIA
That’s right!

CHIEF RUPP
And where'’s the paperwork for all that?

TORI
Oh, that’s not my department. That'’s HR,
which is her!

She points to Kiki.

KIKT
Yeah, that’s right.

TORI
She works out the paperwork, the pay, and
everything!

CHIEF RUPP
(sighs)
I'll pass it on. Just keep your noses
clean, especially you, Demetria. We have
enough screw-ups in this town already.

He exits.

TORI
I hope I don't regret this, ya’ll!

KIKI

But it’ll all work out, dear!
DEMETRIA

Yeah!
TORI

But Mom, you already got me moving out of
my apartment! Look how close it is! You
can even see it from here!

She points away.
DEMETRIA
You mean where all that smoke is coming
from?

SFX: Sirens BLARE!

Police cars, fire trucks, and ambulances ZOOM past them
and head in that direction.

26.



TORI
(sighs)
I wish Yola was still here. We really
need someone to blame this on!

They run in that direction.

27.

THE END



